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We asked the staff a couple of questions, here are their quite interesting and revealing answers… 

JEFF  

 

 

 

 

KENDALL SCHMITKE / Lead Pastor – CWW  

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Etiam at vulputate dolor. Nam tempor placerat dictum. Nunceueleifend 

lectus. Proin faucibus quis nunc vitae congue. Aliquam dapibus faucibus ultrices. Maecenas sollicitudin justo enim,sagittis 

commodo lectus rhoncus fermentum.  

 

LISE MITCHELL / Pastor of Children & Family Ministries  

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Etiam at vulputate dolor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Empty and the others along time gone. 

The sun setting in the west... my earthly compass to guide me home. 

G Creator, light the way, for the schoolyard is now  

Shrouded in darkness and I am no longer sure that it is where I belong. 
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KEEPING YOU CONNECTED WITH WHAT GOD IS DOING AT OSAC                        ISSUE 28| Jan 2020  

DD IS DOING AT OWEN SOUND ALLIANCE CHURCH  

 

LOOKING AHEAD  

  

 

Jan 5 - 31 SOCK DRIVE Good quality warm socks will be collected for the month of January to 

bless the marginalized in our community. 

Jan 6  CAPTIVATING Ladies Book study. A 10 week study 7pm Mondays in the Conf. Rm. 

Jan 7  ALPHA COURSE BEGINS 6:15pm @ TheXchange Centre 825 2nd Ave East 

Jan 8 & 9 Sr. & Jr. High programs resume. 

Jan 14  EMMAUS WALK will resume 9:30 am. Meet at OSAC every Tuesday 

Jan 15 ENTRUSTED Ladies Bible Study. A 6 week study through the book of 2Timothy              

7pm Wednesdays in The Conf. Rm 

Jan 24   56er BLOCK OUT EVENT 7- 8:30 @ OSAC 

Jan 17 - 20 JR. HIGH Deep Freeze Winter Retreat  

Jan 26  PLAN TO PROTECT TRAINNING 11:45am In the Conf. Rm. Following the service 

    

  SAVE THE DATE: 
ReNEW Ladies Retreat September 2020 

Friday, Sept. 18-Sunday, Sept. 20, 2020 at Pioneer Camp Adventure Site 

 

 
GUEST SPEAKER Dr. Jean Chamberlain Froese 

 

Initiated “Save the Mothers  

Fun theme: Circus Time 

 Check our website at … 

Sites.google.com/view/renewretreat 

Questions: Caroldoughty1@yahoo.com 

 

*Please see Merrin Thomson for full details* 

 

Hope to see you there. 
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As a nation the Hebrew people had seasons where they prospered greatly; against enemies, bountiful harvests, integrity 

in leadership, and in a host of other ways.  It would have been easy for them to think how some hard work had paid off.  

This is why the Lord said these words in Deuteronomy 18: 17 You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my 

hands have produced this wealth for me.” 18 But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to 

produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today.”  So, as I brag a bit about 

our church family and what has been accomplished over the past year you will hear me in the context of Deuteronomy 

18, and an awareness of who is truly responsible for a good year. 

We have seen increases across the board in our ministries: children, youth, small groups, and Sunday 

attendance.  There are always edges to a ministry, places where we are pushing forward.  Some in 

our church have taken it upon themselves to reach out to students at the nearby college. Joel has 

been running a Saturday night church for young adults, Ryan has been volunteering as a football 

coach at one of our local schools, and Lise has been stretched with increased community presence 

in such things as 56rs. I’ve been stretched and have come to be called the Padre by the pipe band 

I’m in and am amazed at the confessions that come my way.  Allyson has been stretched as she sent 

her daughter on a first ever missions’ trip to Mexico and Angie has been stretched during and after 

her trip to Senegal.  You see, we are just like you, growing spiritually, learning to walk with Jesus in a 

multitude of settings, and trying to honour Him in all things.  We are not perfect, but we press on and 

trust Jesus for enough grace to bow before the authority of Jesus.  Your pastoral staff is thrilled to serve you, our staff 

meetings include times of prayer for every request in the prayer bowl. We often pray for those things that we as staff might 

be privy to which remain anonymous during prayer.   

I can only thank you as a congregation for your faithful financial support to this church; without it, we could not operate.  

We have had a good year and though we have a small deficit we have been able to meet the increasing demands on 

our ministries due to the increase in the numbers of participants.  None the less, I’m bragging about your generosity!  

On a personal note, I feel a profound sense of gratitude for being asked to lead this staff team. One of them recently 

reflected at a retreat, “our staff is together, tight, I feel we are in a good place”.  I am also blessed by the people who 

serve this church and in turn, make our staff look so much better than we ever could on our own: Ushers, greeters, café 

workers, worship teams, Sunday School teachers, Alpha leaders, Harvest for Hunger volunteers, Small Group leaders, Elders, 

as well as those in prayer ministries, prayer quilts, and baby love baskets.   Those are only some of the internal efforts made 

by people at OSAC.  I often hear that external community ministries are well supported by OSAC volunteers. Bless you all 

for this. I pray that our reputation in the community leads to men, women and children glorifying God because of our good 

work.  So, from all of us in the office to whom you might ascribe any good thing we say thank you to all those who make it 

possible. May the one who “tabernacles among us” exercise his Rule and Reign in this place, may our relationship to Him 

be intimate and let his transformative efforts in all of us meet no resistance. 

Senior Pastor, Jeff Sensenstein  

 

 

Scenes from The Starlight Inn….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

For unto us a child is born unto us a son is given 

 

 

 
 

 

The shepheaeds whatched the’re flocks by night 

Looking Forward by Pastor Greg Musselman  

Personally – It’s now been a year and a half since our family 

returned to the area.  We were away two years in Chatham, 

Ontario following Jesus’ lead to come alongside Gregory Drive 

Alliance Church during their lead pastor transition.   It has been a 

joy for us to re-engage with you our church family; in addition our 

kids (Rowan 10, Zyan 9 and Ana 7) have loved reconnecting with 

their friends and school.  We are grateful for how God has allowed 

us to purchase my grandparents former home and hobby farm.  If 

there is one place on earth I wanted to live, it was there.  God has 

a funny way of giving us our dreams.  It may have been more of 

my dream at the beginning, but with the help of my dad and 

many hours of renovations, it’s becoming more of Julie’s dream 

too.  Also, I now appreciate our snow, hills and beaches in a way I 

can’t explain.  

Church Without Walls – Over this past year, it has been a privilege to serve alongside, care for and invest in my fellow 

brothers and sisters in Christ in the ministry of Church Without Walls.  This year Jesus invited us to focus on leading from, and 

out of, our own transformation.   I am thankful for the work of the Spirit in my life and in the lives of our leadership.  This has 

been experienced differently for many of our leaders, seeing them choose to be more intentional in personal care, family 

care, neighbourhood care and care of those who attend their CWW groups.  We have witnessed maturity in Christ in many 

ways, seeing growth of many at different spiritual places of maturity, from spiritually dead to life in Christ, to spiritual young 

adults to those released as spiritual parents.  It is clear God has called us to model for others what being the church in the 

small, day to day life can look like.  Looking forward to some new exciting opportunities to see this vision multiplied.     

 

TheXchange - The purpose and function of TheXchange Centre 

continued to be discovered this year.  I discovered God’s 

placement of TheXchange Centre in the heart of our 

community, across from City Hall was intentional; God desires 

TheXchange to be a model for His Church, to inspire His disciples 

to be incarnational in the lives of the people He is drawing to 

Himself.  This has led us to offer the Centre at an affordable rate 

to the community and local churches for facility use.   

 

 

Through this, the Centre was used for Alpha Courses, Keystone 

new moms and newcomers groups, office space for counselling, 

business training and family parties among many other uses.   In 

the New Year we are planning to offer store hours one day a 

week as a cooperative workspace.   Not only is TheXchange 

Centre a physical model, it resources disciples of Jesus with 

practical tools to share Jesus.  These services to our community 

include free relationship and money coaching and courses 

through our ministry partners CAP Canada and Family Life 

Canada.  For those interested we are currently building and 

training up disciples to serve in both of these areas. On top of all 

this a group of us pray Wednesday 12-1 weekly, all area 

welcome! To learn more visit www.thexchangecentre.com 

http://www.thexchangecentre.com/


ARDEN LANGUAGE CENTRE by Andy Foster  

It was 2015, and we were having our first ever Christmas party for Arden Language Centre. In front of me sat four students 

and some volunteers. I raised my glass of hot chocolate and with tears in my eyes shared how it was hard to believe that 

God had brought four students to Owen Sound of all places. 

Four years have passed and God has truly done “immeasurably more than all we could ask or imagine…” (Ephesians 3:20) 

Currently our 29 students come from Thailand, Eritrea, Iran, Syria, Morocco, Vietnam, Burundi, Nigeria, Japan & Cuba. If 

you were to walk through the hallways, you may hear laughter, see tears or students intently trying to pronounce a new 

word. 

With the number of displaced people being the highest it has ever been in history, one of our goals is to create a place 

that can be called “home” for those who have joined us from around the world. In 2020, our prayer is that others from this 

church will join us! 

 There are so many ways that you can be involved:  

 * Imagine arriving in Canada as a child but have never gone to 

school - this is a reality for many of our families - they need help to catch up 

and you could become involved by tutoring one of these kids! 

 * Imagine the smells of food from Africa, the Middle East or Central 

America. Each day at 11 am that is what the church kitchen smells like! We 

would love to have people come and help get snack time ready, it is only 

an hour commitment!  

 * Imagine going to a new country and never being invited to 

anyone’s home. For over 90% of Newcomers this is their experience. Next 

time you are going out tobogganing, skating or having a camp fire why not 

invite one of our families to join you? 

 “I was a stranger and you invited me in…” 

 We know that if you become involved your life will be changed for the old adage is true, “It is more blessed to give 

then to receive.” Please feel free to call or email if you would like to be in involved.andyfoster@ardenlanguagecentre.com 

or 226 668 8054 

 

  

  

                                                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year's play Christmas at the Starlight Inn was a 

wonderful success! We saw a family who was in 

constant conflict come to remember the hope that the 

birth of Jesus brings through interactions with Mary and 

Joseph who are stranded and stay at their inn. The 

actors, sound team, lighting team, media team, Sunday 

school teachers, and children’s choirs worked hard to 

provide this heartwarming story for our congregation. 

Thank you to everyone who participated to proclaim 

the hope we have in Jesus Christ! 

 

 

 



 


